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Master Course Syllabus 

Outdoor Leadership – PRA 2018 
Purpose of Document 
This document contains important information for transfer. It may be helpful for you to retain a 
copy for your records, along with the class specific syllabus. This document will be especially 
helpful if you decide to later change your course of study.  

Pikes Peak State College and the Colorado Department of Higher Education have determined 
that graduates should have a broad range of learning skills as well as discipline related skills. 
Both types of skills are detailed below.  

Course Description 
Enables the student to develop, acquire and apply outdoor leadership skills and knowledge. 
Exposes students to the latest information, philosophy, and techniques necessary to safely 
conduct outdoor programs and expeditions as an outdoor leader. Skills are applied under actual 
field conditions. Emphasizes minimum impact camping, wilderness ecology, judgment, decision 
making, group dynamics, and trip logistics. These skills enhance the effectiveness of the student 
as a professional outdoor leader. 
Credit Hours: 3 
Contact Hours: 67.5 

Required Course Learning Outcomes 
I. Identify and describe the development of Leisure Services 

a. The student should be able to: Describe the history and trends of Leisure Services. 
b. The student should be able to: Analyze future trends and predict their impact on the 

future of Leisure services. 
II. Apply principles of Leadership. 

a. The student should be able to: Identify leadership qualities, skills and abilities. 
b. The student should be able to: Apply these qualities, skills, and abilities in actual 

field conditions common to outdoor programs and expeditions. 
c. The student should be able to: Analyze and demonstrate the seven steps to sound 

outdoor judgment and decision making. 
d. The student should be able to: Assess group dynamics and its application to 

interpersonal relationships in field conditions. 
e. The student should be able to: Determine and demonstrate to methods of the trip 

planning process to include goals and objectives of the trip, logistics, delegation of 
responsibilities, and safety. 

III. Identify and describe the principles of environmental ethics. 
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a. The student should be able to: Apply and demonstrate the principles of the Leave 
No Trace (LNT) of wilderness use. 

IV. Compare and contrast basic outdoor and survival skills. 
a. The student should be able to: Demonstrate outdoor and survival skills as they apply 

to mountain, desert, and winter environments, with LNT principles applied. 
V. Assess safety conditions and choose appropriate methods. The student should be able 

to: Identify environmental hazards and methods of mitigation as it applies to a variety of 
conditions and environments. 
a. The student should be able to: Apply current methods of avalanche recognition and 

rescue. 
b. The student should be able to: Apply knowledge of weather and demonstrate 

appropriate judgment and action based on the student`s assessment of the 
conditions. 

VI. Assess common problems in the field. 
a. The student should be able to: Identify common client based field problems and 

design appropriate plans for solution. 
VII. Assess the value of new technology. 

a. The student should be able to: Select and examine new equipment and determine 
its value and how and where it can be obtained. 

Topical Outline 
I. Development/History of Leisure Services Outdoor Leadership 

II. Trip Planning/logistics 
III. Safety/Environmental Hazards 
IV. Outdoor Skills 
V. Client Based field problems 

VI. New equipment/technology 
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