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Master Course Syllabus 

Resource Interpretation – PRA 2005 
Purpose of Document 
This document contains important information for transfer. It may be helpful for you to retain a 
copy for your records, along with the class specific syllabus. This document will be especially 
helpful if you decide to later change your course of study.  

Pikes Peak State College and the Colorado Department of Higher Education have determined 
that graduates should have a broad range of learning skills as well as discipline related skills. 
Both types of skills are detailed below.  

Course Description 
Provides a basic course in natural and cultural resource interpretation. Examines the 
philosophy, techniques, and skills necessary to produce exciting and relevant resource 
interpretation projects. Incorporates interpretive plans and various techniques used in the field 
of resource interpretation and public education. Covers the history and development of 
environmental education and natural/cultural resource interpretation. Multi-use conflict 
resolution of public education and resource interpretation are emphasized. 
Credit Hours: 3 
Contact Hours: 67.5 

Required Course Learning Outcomes 
I. Compare and contrast the concepts of ecosystem management. 

a. The student should be able to: 
i. Identify and analyze the biotic and abiotic components and trophic levels and apply this 

information in relation to symbiosis, ecosystem dynamics, biomes, wildlife biology, and 
habitat, forest management, plant ecology and water resources. 

ii. Assess different management strategies and their impacts on natural resources as 
currently used in the field. 

II. Identify the various components of Acquisition Strategies. 
a. The student should be able to: 

i. Compare and contrast the various acquisition strategies available to the natural 
resource manager, such as fee acquisition, easements, development rights, density 
transfers and mineral rights acquisitions. 

ii. Identity and analyze the basic provisions and limitations of these acquisition strategies. 
III. Assess the elements of public policy, politics, and process. 

a. The student should be able to: 
b. Construct the steps necessary to assure an adequate public review process for natural 

resource management plans. 
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i. Analyze the various internal and external public agency processes for plans. 
ii. Apply appropriate communication skills as related to public review. 

iii. Compare and contrast the methods of generating public support and assuring public 
and political review of natural resource plans. 

IV. Compare and contrast various issues and methods of Natural Resource Management. 
a. The student should be able to: 

i. Construct the various components of comprehensive natural resource management. 
ii. Apply knowledge of methods such as agricultural use, public use, resource 

protection/law enforcement, land, water, and mineral acquisition, threatened and 
endangered species protection, and public process by presenting a term paper on a 
timely natural resource topic. 

Topical Outline 
I. The importance of Resource Interpretation 

II. The Description of Resource Interpretation 
III. History of Resource Interpretation 
IV. Interpretive Policy 
V. Interpretation and Public Relations 

VI. Interpretive Styles 
a. Personal Services 
b. Non-Personal Services 

VII. Principles of Interpretation 
a. Knowledge 
b. Communication 
c. Themes vs. Topics 
d. How to organize the presentation 5. Use of props 

VIII. Diversity and Interpretation 
a. Age 
b. Gender 
c. Cultural 
d. Ethnic 
e. Geographic 

IX. Cultural Resource Interpretation 
X. Multi-Use Conflict Resolution through Public Education 
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